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OBJECTIVES & SCOPE

Increase the exchange of experiences and 
best practices against environmental crimes

Ensure and strengthen adequate enforcement
of environmental law 
Prevent environmental crime, raise 
awareness and promote cultural changes 

Improve the conservation status of species 
and habitats

Reduce impunity in the commission of 
crimes 
Increase knowledge about the dimension of 
environmental crimes

OBJECTIVES
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The available scientific literature on the motivations for
environmental crime, its causes, possible profiles, analyses that had
already been carried out and other data of interest to the study were
reviewed.

1. To find out what research on the subject had been carried out
previously and what were their difficulties and suggestions for
future lines.

2. To find out which factors seemed to be most relevant in
predicting anti-environmental and illegal behaviour.

3. To find out methodologies and good practices both in research
and in subsequent prevention or intervention actions.

WHAT

WHY

The main database consulted was Google Scholar. PsycINFO, Web of
Science or Scopus were subsequently used. Further bibliography was
obtained from the review of specific articles in specialised journals.

HOW

PART 1 • LITERATURE
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WHY A questionnaire was designed to collect the general population's
opinion —social perception on environmental crime.

WHAT The questionnaire consisted of the following sections and items:
1. Specific socio-demographic data —5 items.
2. General socio-demographic data —4 items.
3. Assessment of the actions carried out by different actors in the

face of environmental crime —7 items.
4. Knowledge of environmental crimes, penalties and sanctions —3

items.
5. Influence of human factors and type of species affected on the

perception of the infraction —5 items.
6. Influence of the media —4 items.

PART 1 • LITERATURE
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HOW

● Questionnaire interviews by
phone.

● Carried out by specialised
team with specific training.

● Simple stratified random
sampling using a telephone
directory.

● Online questionnaire
through an automated
platform.

● Non-random
sampling, volunteers.







PART 1 • LITERATURE PART 4 • INTERVIEWSPART 2 • SURVEY PART 3 • JUDGEMENTS

WHAT

WHY

HOW

A total of 258 court rulings were analysed, extracted from the
database of the Judicial Documentation Centre for articles 334 to 337
of the Spanish Penal Code.

The aim was to find, from the jurisprudence applied by the courts, the
motivations of the infractions and the profile of their authorship.

A content analysis was carried out: first the categories were
constructed and then the relationship between them was analysed
using the IBM SPSS Statistics programme.

The selected variables that have been 
analysed are...
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COURT JUDGEMENT

INFRACTION

Year of 
resolution

Type of 
infraction Articles of the P. C. Type of decision Type of 

conviction

Year of infraction Perpetrator Location Method used Fauna

Number

Gender

Age

Region

Province

Municipality

Species involved

Threat level

Hunting category

Environment
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WHAT Interview with a Commander of the Guardia Civil from the Technical
Unit of the Judicial Police, specialised in criminal profiling of the
incendiary.

WHY The objective was to gather information on the process, in first person,
of profiling people who commit an environmental crime. We extracted
some of the fundamental variables and the technical opinions of the
specialised agent, in order to build the next questionnaire.
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WHAT

HOW

Interview by means of an online questionnaire designed with three
main blocks:

1. Sample data: place of work, province, experience...
2. Opinion on prototypical offender (profile, legal aspects,

motivations, law and sanctions) of:
a. Illegal hunting.
b. Illegal buying and selling of animal species or derivatives.
c. Destruction of nests of protected species.

3. Opinion on the usefulness of the profiles.

The sample was contacted by e-mail through their agencies and
coordinators.
Quantitative and qualitative data were triangulated, combining
statistical analysis with IBM SPSS Statistics and content analysis.











Proposals for action

To reduce the opportunity for offending

To more targeted lines of investigation

To more efficient reporting, investigation and prosecution system

To the implementation of intervention projects with primary and 
secondary populations

To the development of various strategies for awareness raising and 
engagement of the general population.



ddelabodega@seo.org
@David_Bodega
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More info:
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