
Meeting of the 
Range States of the 
Central Asian Flyway
2-4 May 2023, New Delhi, India



Raptors MOU 
and 

Central Asian Flyway
Umberto Gallo-Orsi
Head, Coordinating Unit of the Raptors MOU



3

Memorandum of Understanding on the conservation of 
migratory birds of prey in Africa and Eurasia (Raptors MOU)

• Multilateral agreement under CMS

• Entered into effect 1 Nov 2008

• 131 range states 

• 93 species listed

• List of Internationally Important sites

• Action Plan – timescale, targets

• Co-ordinating Unit (Abu Dhabi)
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Structure and governance

• 61 Signatories 

• Meeting of the Signatories 

• 5 Cooperating Partners 

• Co-ordinating Unit

• Technical Advisory Group

• Task Forces (Saker Falcon)

• Working Groups (Vultures, Sooty Falcon, NSAIDs)
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While-tailed Sea Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla
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Main provisions

• National or Regional Strategies

• Action Plans – species or groups

• Full legal protection of species and sites 

• Minimize impacts of key threats:

o power grids (electrocution & collision)

o direct and indirect poisoning

o illegal shooting and trapping

• Awareness raising and publicity

• Capacity-building activities

2-4 May 2023, New Delhi, India Meeting of the Range States of the Central Asian Flyway

Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus



Conservation priorities
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Raptors MOU CAF

Category 1 – Globally threatened and Near Threatened 
species according to the IUCN Red List 27 15
Category 2 – Species considered to have Unfavourable
Conservation Status at a regional level 27 22

Category 3 - all other migratory species of raptors 39 25

List of internationally Important sites
135

7360
ca. 40

ca. 1064
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CAF-geographical relevant initiatives

Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug)

IUCN: Endangered

CMS: Appendix I. Mongolian population Appendix II 

Raptors MOU: Category 1

• Electrocution

• Trapping and trade

• Saker Falcon Task Force
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CAF-geographical relevant initiatives
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Vultures

Vulture Multi-species Action Plan

•15 Species

•128 Countries

•11 Flagship projects
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CAF and Category  1 migratory raptors 
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CAF ‘endemics’

Common name Scientific name Breeding 
range 

Wintering 
range

Himalayan Griffon Gyps himalayensis 100 100

Indian Vulture Gyps indicus 100 100

Pallas's Fish-Eagle Haliaeetus leucoryphus 100 100

White-rumped
Vulture

Gyps bengalensis 95 95

Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis 100 40

Egyptian Vulture
Neophron percnopterus 
ginginianus 100 100

Slender-billed Vulture Gyps tenuirostris



SCACs (>50% of breeding range in CAF area)
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CAF and Category 2 migratory raptors

Common name Scientific name Breeding 
range 

Wintering 
range

Pallid Scops-owl Otus brucei 85 100

Pied Harrier Circus melanoleucos 75 45

Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni 60 5

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus >50 30

Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax vindhiana 100 100

Lesser kestrel Falco naumanni
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CAF as a Coordination framework 
for conservation of  Category 1 ‘endemic’ species

 Pallas's Fish-Eagle (EN)

Raptors MOU and CAF

@Kehar Singh
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CAF as a Coordination framework 
for conservation of  Category 1 ‘endemic’ subspecies 
and populations
 Egyptian Vulture (EN)

Raptors MOU and CAF

Neophron percnopterus ginginianus



CAF as a Cooperation Framework  
with African and ME Signatories of the Raptors MOU 
for the conservation of  Category 1 long-distance migrants 
within the Raptors MOU

Steppe Eagle
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Raptors MOU and CAF



CAF as a Cooperation Framework  
with African and ME Signatories of the Raptors MOU 
for the conservation of  Category 1 long-distance migrants 
within the Raptors MOU

Greater Spotted 
Eagle
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Raptors MOU and CAF

@Neoh Hor Kee



Thank you!

For more information please visit:
https://www.cms.int/raptors/

https://www.cms.int/raptors/
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