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The Great Bustard in Hungary - 

overview about the present situation, 

recent happenings and future plans 



• Importance in Hungary: practically critical 

– Irrigation 

• An increase of the proportion of unfavourable crops 

– Increase of disturbance (human and natural) 

– Climate change 

• Acceleration of cumulative effects! 

– Infrastructural developments: 

• Solar power plants 

• Development of trainline (e.g. Budapest-Beograd) 

1. Loss of undisturbed open habitats with suitable 

vegetation structure – critical 



• An increase of the 
proportion of irrigated 
parcells 
– Within SPA (Western 

Hungary) 
– Outside of SPA, but 

affected GB area 
(Kiskunság, with 
compensatory measures, 
like fallowland) 

• Unsuitable vegetation 
structure and 
management 

Western Hungary (Moson Plain SPA) 
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• Prior mortality case, resulting 80% of known 
casulties at fully grown GBs 

• Good progress in the last years, good 
cooperation with all electric companies, but 

• Drastically increased prices! 

2. Collision with powerlines – high 

  



• Good progress at some regions 

2. Collision with powerlines – high 

  

1. No more collision or 
electrocution – a final 
solution 

2. Increase of GB 
habitats to be used by 
birds 

3. Improvement at 
landscape protection 



• Habitat management 

– New challenges: innovations on agricultural 
techniques, like: 

• Machinery 

• Automation 

• Intenzification (irrigation) 

• Importance of CAP (agri-environmental 
schemes) 

• Guideline completed (in press) - LIFE 

3. Destruction of eggs or chicks during agricultural 

works - high 



Habitat management 

– „knowing what, how and when” 



• Predator management 

• Key predators: red fox, badger, hooded crow 

• Other predators: wild boar, golden jackal, 
magpie, stray dog and cats, etc. 

• The question of protected predators: marsh 
harrier, raven, eagle species 

– Eagles: disturbance 

• Primer and secondary predation 

4. Predation of eggs, chicks or juveniles – high 

  



• Regional cooperation 
with hunters has 
been realized 

• Tagged birds are 
more often predated 
during nights 

• Guideline comleted 
(in press) - LIFE 

 

Predator management 

– „knowing what, how and when” 



• Education of children 

• Visitors informed (5 
new observation points) 

• Train the farmers 

– Farmers guideline about 
habitat management 

• Train the hunters 

– Hunters guideline about 
predator management 

Great Bustard Education Centre established 

„SteppeHouse” 



• 5. Insufficient invertebrate food supply 
• 6. Climate change 

– find the right answers, like adaptation (crops, use of 
land) instead of irrigation 

• 7. Poaching (not relevant) 
• 8. Catastrophic mortality in harsh winters 

– no harsh winters during the last 20 years 

• 9. Disturbance 
– during pandemic (Covid19) an increase of visitors 
– natural disturbance (e.g. increase of eagle 

populations) 
 

Other threats 



The last 5 years 

• Moderate increase with 
some fluctuations 

• An overage of 1531 GBs, 
which is less than during 
the period 2013-2017 
(1624 ind.) 

• Possible reasons: 

– West-Pannonian 
population 

– Local declinings (e.g. Heves 
Plain, Borsod Plain) 
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• Still positive trend in long term (over the last 
20 years), but… 

The estimated population size shows positive trend 
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• Stagnation or moderate decline in midterm 
(during the last 10 years) 

The estimated population size shows positive trend 
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• Continuation of the work programme…        AND 
• Habitat management  

• Predator management 

• Intensive information and education of stakeholders and 
general public 
• Sterbetz István Túzokvédelmi Látogatóközpont - Dévaványa 

• „SteppeHouse” - Kiskunság) 

• Spread out knowledge (www.tuzok.hu) – BirdLife 
Hungary (MME) 

• More people involved 

• Monitoring (tracking GBs), write&publish, adaptation! 

• LIFE EUROBUSTARD 

Future plans 

http://www.tuzok.hu/


 

Thank you for your attention! 

 


