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Turtle Trade in BaliTurtle Trade in Bali

Small site at the SouthSmall site at the South--
Eastern Tip of BaliEastern Tip of Bali

Runaway “Ngurah
Rai” Airport

“Benoa” Harbor

Tanjung Benoa
Village

“Serangan” 
Village

Notes:Notes:

So far, most observation So far, most observation 
or data is only derived or data is only derived 
from from TanjungTanjung BenoaBenoa

SeranganSerangan is almost is almost 
“out of sight”“out of sight”

The center of Turtle trade The center of Turtle trade 
in Indonesia is located in in Indonesia is located in 

two villages:two villages:

Near by airport & harborNear by airport & harbor

Therefore, all published (trade) Therefore, all published (trade) 
data is underestimating the data is underestimating the 

actual valueactual value

The Magnitude of the Trade:The Magnitude of the Trade:
It has been well known that the trade involves a wideIt has been well known that the trade involves a wide-- and vast area and vast area 

to capture the turtlesto capture the turtles

As evidenced by genetic analysis 
at the turtle landing site and some 
feeding & nesting grounds (see, 
e.g. Dethmers & Brodericks, 2001)

and direct surveys to many and direct surveys to many 
rookeries by various rookeries by various 
investigatorsinvestigators

Allele distribution over regions
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During 1969 During 1969 -- 19991999

• Traded turtles were mainly 
Green turtles ± Hawksbill

• Olive ridley was also 
sometimes observed (up to 
1990)

• Regardless the species, the 
total turtle traded per-year was 
fluctuated with:

• Min = 9,628
• max = 30,121
• Mean = 19,248
• SD = 5,150
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The Impact
• Combined with other factors, the trade is believed 

responsible to reduce population (40 - 80%) at many 
nesting sites in the Indo-Australasian regions (E.g. 
Suganuma et al, 1999; Adnyana, 1997; Limpus, pers. 
comm)
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• In 1999, after having a “serious discussion” with many 
institutions (notably NGOs), 

• The Government of Indonesia issued “the Government 
Regulation No. 7/1999” (27 January 1999), to formally protect 
the green turtle; the only species that had not been protected 
at that time. 

• At local level, in 12 June 2000, the Governor Decree 
number 243/1999 issued, to withdrew the previous 
Governor Decree number 22/90, because it was in 
conflict with the Government Regulation No. 7/1999. 

• The quota for using the Green turtle (5000/year) has 
been stopped since June 2000. 

Year 2000 Year 2000 –– 2003: The Begin of A New Era2003: The Begin of A New Era
• After undertaking a massive 

socialization for the protection 
status of Green turtle, followed by 
serial “training-workshops” for the 
local police officers, the 
enforcement was finally in place.

• This was for the first time, the 
boat owner was brought to the 
court. 

• In October 4th 2000, a boat 
unloaded with 90 green sea turtles 
were seized before entering the 
Tanjung Benoa Bay. 

Attack Back

• Strong and violence 
resistances from the 
traders & villagers 
occurred several times.

• They attacked the WWF 
Office, and burnt down the 
coast guard station

• The ban is claimed 
threatening the 
“Balinese culture”

• The ban is considered 
eliminating the village 
income

Being 
seized
on land

Village
income

Knowledge

Labor

Provoked
By the
traders

Cultural
value

Community
Resistance

Coalition to reduce trade: The Ministry of 
Environmental Affairs, Three Governors, 
Academe, Regional Nature Conservation 

Agency, and NGOs (WWF)
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• Awareness to satisfy the religious need is a delicate issue. 
• It depends on the “good will & courage” of the Hindu High 

Priest in Bali. 
• Some of them agree with the view of turtle conservationist, 

but some are in the “wait & see” stage. 
• See the documentary CD

Knowledge & Cultural 
issues
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•• To avoid the occurrence of “on land To avoid the occurrence of “on land 
seize resistance”, WWF facilitates seize resistance”, WWF facilitates 
establishment of the turtle taskestablishment of the turtle task--
forces in four regions (Bali, West forces in four regions (Bali, West 
NusaNusa TenggaraTenggara, East , East NusaNusa TenggaraTenggara, , 
and and BerauBerau of East Kalimantan).of East Kalimantan).

There were 20 seizes (with more than 2000 green There were 20 seizes (with more than 2000 green 
turtles) have been done for turtle boats destined for turtles) have been done for turtle boats destined for 
Bali market during 2000 Bali market during 2000 –– early 2004. It consisted of early 2004. It consisted of 
13 shipment prior to entering Bali, 5 in 13 shipment prior to entering Bali, 5 in BerauBerau of of 
East Kalimantan,1 in East Kalimantan,1 in SumbawaSumbawa strait, and 1 in strait, and 1 in 
LampungLampung Bay of Bay of SumateraSumatera..

Issue of being seized Issue of being seized 
“on the land”“on the land”

Some turtles that Some turtles that 
released backreleased back

Alternative LivelihoodsAlternative Livelihoods

Establishment of a network of turtleEstablishment of a network of turtle--based tourism, to based tourism, to 
conserve critical marine turtle population in Indonesiaconserve critical marine turtle population in Indonesia Data Collected From Tanjung Benoa Alone

109545.0004Jan2004

2141.070.00013Nov2003

182910.0007Oct2003

125625.0004Sep2003

43215.0002Aug2003

9034.515.00014Jun2002

2361.180.0004May2002

9204.600.00018Apr2002

6501.300.00012Jan2002

375750.0008Dec2001

8501.700.00013Nov2001

7501.500.00010Oct2001

3875.0001Jul2001

7601.520.0007Jun2001

1.8653.730.00019May2001

1.1502.300.0009Apr2001

1.2752.550.00012Mar2001

400800.0005Feb2001

9001.800.0008Jan2001

380760.0004Dec2000

2.5305.060.00023Nov2000

3.1086.215.00031Oct2000

9851.970.00015Sep2000

1.7934.685.00023Aug2000

275550.0002Jul2000

Total TurtleFee to the Village (Rupiah)Unloading FrequencyMonthYear

88
175.000HasanLamberNur Paida16.8.00Augustus200013

38
75.000HasanLamberSeri Rejeki12.8.00Augustus200012

100
200.000MeniLiliYunita11.8.00Augustus200011

100
200.000DaharMunirKurnia Ilahi11.8.00Augustus200010

50
100.000MentriMadoPanca Buana10.8.00Augustus20009

100
200.000HasanMuhajirRasa Sayang9.8.00Augustus20008

100
200.000KamiHeriSumber rejeki8.8.00Augustus20007

100
200.000LiongAntoSurya II8.8.00Augustus20006

100
200.000MeniAmong

Putra
Tunggal2.8.00Augustus20005

50
100.000DaharDolahBali Utama2.8.00Augustus20004

100
200.000DaharTohaWisata Bahari1.8.00Augustus20003

175
350.000HasanMansurFatma Ulati31.7.00July20002

100
200.000HasanUmarPutra Bahari29.7.00July20001

(Predicted
*) Total 
Turtle

Retribution 
to the Village

BuyerBoat 
Owner

Boat NameDate of 
Unloading

MonthYearNO
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Reduce trend in unloading frequency, so 
does the total traded turtles

Monthly Unloading Frequency

During 2000 - 2004

Month
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No worries 
mate, IOSEA 
give us other 

stuff to play with

If Bali is good 
for tourists, 
why not for 

me???


