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Terms of Reference – Institutional Contract 

Synopsis of Bycatch-related Fisheries Legislation in the ASCOBANS Area 

Closing Date: 30 November 2015 

 

1. Background 

Reliable reporting of bycatch and access to fresh carcasses are important for assessing the causes of 
mortality and health status of small cetaceans in the ASCOBANS Area.  National practice and 
legislation regarding reporting of bycatch and delivery of carcasses vary across the Agreement Area.  
Not only does this create a disparity of conditions under which fishermen operate, it also greatly affects 
the availability of carcasses for porpoise conservation research in the different parts of the Agreement 
Area. 

 

2. Aims of the Contract 

In order to gain an overview of the situation in the ASCOBANS Area, under this contract a synopsis of 
bycatch-related laws and regulations will be produced, focusing particularly on: 

a) Legal sanctions for bycatch 

b) Bycatch-related reporting obligations 

c) Incentives for those delivering carcasses, irrespective of whether such incentives are laid down 
in national legislation 

The report to be developed under this contract is to provide an overview of the relevant practices and 
regulations in the Agreement Area, and recommend possible harmonization and improvements. 

The geographical scope of this report will include all ASCOBANS Parties (Belgium, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Germany, Lithuania, Netherlands, Poland, Sweden, United Kingdom), and as far as possible 
also non-Party Range States (Estonia, Ireland, Latvia, Norway, Portugal, Russia, Spain).  Relevant 
examples from other regions should be used for comparison and in order to shape the 
recommendations, as far as feasible and applicable. 

 

3. Deliverables 

The scope of work for the consultant will include, but not necessarily be limited to, the following tasks: 

a) Gather and review existing material, such as: 

 Applicable EU legislation 

 Relevant national legislation or guidelines 

 Comparative jurisdictions, such as the US 

b) Gather information on actual practice and the legal basis for such practice: 

 In ASCOBANS Parties 

 In non-Party Range States, where feasible 

 Relevant international examples and commitments, if any 

c) Prepare a document containing: 

 An overview of relevant EU legislation, especially with regard to landing of cetacean bycatch 
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 An overview of the legal situation in ASCOBANS Parties, especially with regard to legal 

sanctions for bycatch and incentives for those delivering carcasses for necropsies and other 

research 

 An overview of actual practice in ASCOBANS Parties, e.g. offering of incentives for delivery of 

carcasses, and the legal basis for such practice 

 A discussion of relevant examples from other regions 

 Recommendations for ‘best practice’ for ASCOBANS Parties 

 

4. Timelines 

A complete draft is required for circulation by 14 March 2016, i.e. no later than four weeks in advance 
of the 12th Meeting of the Jastarnia Group (JG12, 12-14 April 2016).  In case it is not feasible to deliver 
the complete draft covering all areas, as a minimum the part containing the information relevant to the 
Baltic Sea region must be submitted to the ASCOBANS Secretariat by that date.   

The deadline for the delivery of the complete final report is 15 May 2016, in order to allow the 
recommendations to be taken into account when finalising the draft resolutions for the 8th Meeting of 
the Parties (MOP8, 30 August - 1 September 2016). 

 

5. Required Profile and Qualifications 

We are offering an institutional contract to which organizations with substantive proven experience and 
capacity to provide the required activities and outputs as described above can apply.  In particular, the 
institution should: 

 Have significant experience in delivering international publications aimed at managers and policy 
makers 

 Be internationally recognised with proven expertise in European fisheries and nature 
conservation legislation 

 Have proven knowledge of small cetacean conservation issues, and be well connected in order 
to be able to undertake the consultations with expert and managers at national levels throughout 
the Agreement Area 

 Have good understanding of the mandates and work of ASCOBANS 

 

6. Duration 

The period covered by this contract extends from the day of signature of the contract until 31 May 2016. 

 

7. Other Provisions 

Financial arrangements for any missions necessary under the assignment will be made separately and 
are subject to availability of funds.  

 

 

How to Apply: 

The ASCOBANS Secretariat is looking forward to receiving offers from interested organizations by 
30 November 2015.  These should include a technical offer, a financial offer and the relevant CVs.  

Please send your offer to Ms Heidrun Frisch, UNEP/ASCOBANS Secretariat, UN Campus, Platz der 
Vereinten Nationen 1, 53113 Bonn, Germany. Submissions by email are preferred and should be sent 
to: ascobans.secretariat@ascobans.org. 
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