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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECOND TECHNICAL MEETING

of the

Scientific Task Force on Avian Influenza & Wild Bir ds
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% such as Japanese encephalitis, West Nile virus infections, Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever, Equine
encephalidities (Venezuelan, Eastern or Western).
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® To this end, the importance of clearly understanding what activities reported dates relate to was
stressed. Different dates may be reported for the same samples depending on whether this refers to the
date on which the sample was collected, the date it was submitted for laboratory testing, when it was
tested, or even when the results were finally reported.
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®R. Lee, WWT (unpublished)

" for example by having one form specifically for the reporting of avian influenza, which is specifically
designed to avoid ambiguity and which would allow for the assessment of data quality.
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® Based on Guidelines on the implementation of survey programmes for avian influenza in poultry and
wild birds to be carried out in the Member States in 2007. European Commission, DG SANCO,
2006.

° Wetlands International's publication Waterbird Population Estimates [Wetlands International 2006.
Waterbird Population Estimates - Fourth Edition. Wetlands International, Wageningen, The
Netherlands. 239 pp.] should be used as a source of information on the taxonomy and populations
of waterbirds.

19 waterbirds are aged mainly by the size and shape of their wing feathers (mainly on greater covert and
tertial shape - www.bto.org/ringing/ringinfo/resources/topography.pdf) and their tail feathers
(juveniles having notched tail feathers).

™ www.EURING.org

12 Records of previously ringed or colour-ringed birds provide especially valuable information and should
always be reported to national ringing offices or to EURING - www.ring.ac. Colour-rings on birds
should always be photographed in situ.

3 1n order to facilitate identification of bird species (which can sometime vary in quite minor plumage

details, especially at certain times of the year), photographs should be taken according to the
guidance given in part B of this Annex.
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1 Each photograph should be taken at the highest resolution possible and if the camera has a ‘date

15

stamp’ feature then this should be enabled so that the image is saved with a time reference — this
may help verify the sequence of images taken at a site on a day. Images should be downloaded to
a computer as soon as possible and information about location and date added to the file
properties.

Photographs of the upper and under surfaces of the wing and spread tail will facilitate aging and
sexing of birds (e.g. Northern Pintail Anas acuta).
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