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The Mediterranean Monk Sedl isaspecieslisted on Appendix | and designated for concerted actions.
The present report has been prepared in order to inform the Council at their 13th meeting (Nairobi,
November 2005) about the status and progress of activities that have been carried out for the
Mediterranean Monk Sedl, especialy in the Atlantic area. The Report covers the period from March
2004 to October 2005.

Condgdered as* Critically Endangered” by the lUCN, the Mediterranean Monk Sedl isone of therarest
and mosgt threatened peciesin the world. The monk sedl populations in the Mediterranean Sea have
been the object of several projects and initiatives that are co-ordinated via the Action Plan for the
Mediterranean of the Bar cel ona Convention, whilethe populaioninthe Atlantic becamethetarget of a
samilar effort within the framework of the CMS.

Eradicated from most of its former range, the Mediterranean monk sedl isnow mainly confined to two
surviving populations, one occupying the Atlantic coast of northwest Africa, and the other the north
eastern Mediterranean. In generd terms, the population estimate continues stable around 400-500
individuas. Recent loca extinction has occurred in the M editerranean area (Croatiaand the Black ses);
in the Atlantic area the recovery of the Desertas Idands and in the Cabo Blanco colony continues, in
both cases due to the implementation of strong conservation efforts.

The main information about the status of the pecies and the progress in their conservation effortsin
relation to the last report (CM S/ScC12th) isasfollows:

Current status and trends
Theinformation available about the popul ation estimatesis summarized in thefollowing table. However,

these figures should betreated with caution, Since they are not based on census (sources: Johnson, 2005
and own data).



Mediterranean Monk Seal Population Estimates

Area Regional Subtotal AreaTotal
Black Sea 0-0
Bulgaia 0

Georgia 0

Romania 0

Russa 0

Turkey 0

Ukraine 0

Eastern Mediterranean 250 — 300
Albania 0

Crodtia 0

Cyprus 5

Egypt 0

Greece 200 — 250

lsradl 0

Lebanon 0

Libya ?

Serbia and Montenegro 0

Sovenia 0

Syria ?

Turkey 50

Western M editerranean 11-15
Algeia 10

France & Corsica 0

Itay* & Sardinia ?

Madta 0

Morocco 1-5

Spain ?

Tunisa 0

Atlantic 180
Azores (Portugd) 0

Canary Idands (Spain) 0

Cape Verde Idands 0

Gambia 0

Madera (Portugd) 28

Mauritania 2

Morocco-Mauritania) 150

Senegd 0

TOTAL 441 — 495

* A monk sedl birth wasreported in December 2004 in Sicily — possibly thefirst recorded birth
ontheidand in 30 years.

W. Johnson. 2005. Internationa news. The Monachus Guardian. Val. 8 (1), May 2005.



Action Plan for the Atlantic Monk Seal Populations: Actions performed or in progress

In 2004-2005, some actions have been consolidated and actions have been extended to new fidds.
These executed actions are summarised as follows:;

Third Meeting of the Action Plan Working Group

Representativesfrom Atlantic countriesin which the pecies occurs, Mauritania, Morocco, Portugd and
Spain, prepared the Action Plan for this species. The Adminigrative authorities of Portugd and Spain
sgned it in 2002 and of Morocco and Mauritaniain 2003. The Plan contains combined operations
agreed as necessary for the conservation for the species. The [UCN Conservation Breeding Specialist
Group revised the plan in 2002. The most important festure of the mentioned Action Plan it is that
proposes the creation and effective maintenance of a Network of Protected Marine Aress, |ocated
drategicdly throughout the region, which could guarantee the comnection of the populationsand ensure
enough available habitat to alow their recovery and geographical expanson.

From 12-15 October 2004, the third meeting of the Working Group coordinating the Monk Sedl
Recovery Planin the Eagtern Atlantic was held inthe city of Dakhla(Morocco). The Secretary Generd
of Marine Fisheriesof Morocco and the Director Genera of the Research Indtitute of Marine Resources
opened the proceedings. The meeting alowed the Working Group to determine whether to pursue the
recommendations established at the PHVA workshop held in Vasain, Spain in 2002. The Deputy
Executive Secretary of the CM'S, Mr. Lahcen El Kabiri, attended the meeting, which was convened and
organized by the Ministry of Environment of Spain and theIndtitute of Research of Marine Resources of
Morocco. The CBD-Habitat Foundation participated in the coordination of the meeting aswell asinthe
preparation of al working documents used during the sessons. Apart from the members of the Working
Group (coming from Portuga, Morocco, Spain and Mauritania), the meeting was a so attended by many
participants and guests from the loca and regiond civil and military authorities, as well as by
representatives of various NGOs and Moroccan agencies (Ministry of Water and Forests, National
Officeof Fisheries, etc.). Therepresentatives of the range states approved the technical document of the
Action Plan and eaborated a document named the “Dakhla Declaration”, which aso cals for
internationa assstance in funding the Action Plan and for support for Morocco’ sinitiative to creste a
marine protected areafor monk sedl conservation and to gpply amanagement plan for afuture nationa
park in the area.

Madeira

Threebirths occurred in the beginning of November 2004, and two of these pupssurvived. The breeding
fema esand the pups areinhabiting Tabagueiro beach, where another new breeding femaemight dso be
located. No information is available yet about the 2005 breeding season. In 2004 the congtruction of a
new biologica station commenced on the Desertas Idands. This measure, supported by the regiona
government, ams at improving living conditions for park rangers, whilst dso providing an informeation
centre for vistors.

Actions performed or in progress.

- Monk sed monitoring and logging of sghtingsin Madera

- Monk sed population monitoring in Desertas Idands.

- Improvement of the survelllance and monitoring facilitiesat Desertas|dands with the construction of
anew biologica dation.



Morocco & Mauritania

Thefishing protection areain the Seds Coast

The surveillance and monitoring facilities of the Coast of the Seds Resaerve, especidly in ‘Las
Cuevecillas’ area, have been upgraded to allow abetter survelllance of the no-fishing areaand a better
monitoring of the Cabo Blanco Monk Sedl colony breeding caves.

Exploration of coasta habitat in southern Morocco (Guerguerat-D’ Khila-Cap Corveiro)

During the month of May 2005, a sea-expedition in the ship “ Song of the Whde-IFAW”, organized
under the frame of the Action Plan for the Atlantic Monk Seal Populations (CMS), and developed by
CBD-Habitat Foundation, Institute National de Recherche Halieutique (INRH), International
Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW), and the Moroccan local NGO Nature Initiative, explored the
coastd habitat north of the Cabo Blanco monk seal colony up to Cabo Barbas, in the search of groups
of sedls and habitat available for them. Some seds were observed in Taf d Guerguertat, some
kilometres north of the breeding colony, and severa recent Sghtingsby fishermenin D’ Khilaareawere
recorded in the north, as well as severd aress of habitat suitable for the seals were located. Also,
potentid threatsfor the sedsin thisareawereidentified and conservation recommendations provided to
the authorities.

Productivity of Cabo Blanco colony

From March 2004 to December 2004, 28 pupswere born. This 2005 breeding season, athough not yet
finished, has resulted in 27 new pups born until now. The breeding seasons of 2004 and 2005 have
begun sooner than usualy observed, with September instead of October and November asthe month
with the highest number of births. This changein the pegk of births has sgnificant consequencesfor the
surviva raes of the pups, snce October is usudly the beginning of the storm season. In previous
breeding seasons, most pups would be in the breeding caves, being only afew days old, at the time of
the stormsand high swell. Therefore, pup mortdity rate usudly ranged between 45-60%. Theselast two
years, pup mortality rateisaround 30%, athough, asmentioned before, the 2005 breeding seasonisnot
yet finished and numbers may change.

Photo-identification catalogue

With the photo-identification cataogue till being developed, up till now 105 adults and juvenile seds
have been individudly identified, 33 of them during thelast photo-identification sesson which took place
in this summer 2005.

Thresats

In the last years an important increase of the human development of the coastd populationsis taking
place (Nouadhibou in Mauritaniaand Lamhirizin Morocco) and new settlements are being constructed
aongthe coast. Thiswill provoke anincreasein human pressure on the coastd areaand habitats used by
the sedls or on potentia habitats for re-colonizing by monk sedls in the future,

Spain

Actions performed or in progress.

- Funding of Monk Sedl Consarvation Projectsin Mauritaniaby Spanish Ministry of Environment and
International Cooperation Agency (AECI).

- Funding and execution of Monk Sed Conservation and Social Development Projects by Spanish
NGO CBD-Habitat Foundation in Mauritania and Morocco.



- FHnancia and technica support to Mauritanianloca and nationd authoritiesto improve and reinforce
the country’ s capabilities, means and equipment related to nature conservation, mainly inmonk sed
consarvation.

- Coordination of the Monk Sed Recovery Plan in the Atlantic.

Foreseen activities:

- Continuing the financid support to the Action Plan activities and projects

- Funding of the upgrade of the surveillance facilities of the Cabo Blanco Satellite Reserve (PNBA),
Mauritania, as well asthe congtruction of avistors centre in this protected area.
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