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A brief history of the
various Initiatives
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Bern Convention meeting
Larnaca, Cyprus 2011

BERN CONVENTION CONSEIL DE LEUROPE

Larnaca Declaration

LARNACA DECLARATION

The European Conference on Illegal Killing of Birds, co-organised by the Council of
Europe and the Game Fund of Cyprus (Ministry of Interior) in the framework of the Convention
on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern, 1979), was held in Larnaca,
Cypns fmGloXJulyZDll Theevtnlw:smended by 100 participants representing various

g C g Parties and Observers to the Bern Convention, international
nrmmzxmm national and local authonncs. enforcement agencies, nature conservation NGOs
g hunting ific and research bodies, tourism industry, police authorities

and mass-media.

Recognising that many birds species in Europe and worldwide are declining rapidly and
that, for this reason, governments have adopted various measures to help birds, the Conference
participants agreed that measures to tackle illegal killing are urgently required.

Despite efforts by many governmental authorities, illegal taking and trading in wild birds is
still a senous pan-European problem with clear regml patterns, hvmg a considerable negative

impact on biodiversity across the i In some Europ lhcdnv«formth
activities is mainly direct or indirect financial profit for individuals or ¢ d crime,
illegal (untaxed) benefits not related to basic survival needs. Considy lhe multiple d
of illegal Iullrng. trapping and trading of birds in Enmpe such as the ecolopcll/env:mncnul
legal, economic, social and political aspects, a comt of policies and
necessary 1o solve the problem. These measures should ummvely combmt II'\N enfomemenl
(mcludmg advoacy and judxcul p eﬂ'ecmt i

and court d and of the g:mn.l public and of

spec-ﬁc target p'oups (eg: hunters, farmers, children and youth, e¢tc.) and securing political
support mostly by strengthening the operational capacity of law enforcement agencies or bodies.

The particip in the European Confe onllleglll(allmgofﬂud:ullllncfmm

keholds local law agencies, nature
conservation NGOs mclndmg hunting associations to unequivocally condemn all forms of illegal
taking and trading in wild birds, and to pledge a zero tolerance approach to illegal killing, and a
full and proactive role in fighting against this illegal activity, which represents a serious threat to
biodiversity, damaging nature as well as human society. More detailed recommendations will be
submitted to the 31st meeting of the Standing Commuttee to the Bern C ion to be held in
Strasbourg on 29 N ber — 2 Dy ber 2011 for possible adoption.

11¢ymcllld=.mmnln |Th=ne:dlosmglnnenfmmlumhsugeoflhtbwd

crime chain lhroqh 1 support and
The need to recognize Ihc significance of the lllcga] taking and trade of birds as a risk lo
the achi and of fa ble status of bird populations and a damage to

the conservation actions undertaken by the Parties with adverse impacts on the
conservation, legal hunting, amculm and lo\msm sectors; and iii. The need to develop,
finance and support national g dialogue between relevant
stakeholders and the wider public.

At the same time, the participants in the Laraca Conference express their warm thanks to
the Cyprus authoritics for their generous hospitality.

7-9 June 2022, Valencia & Virtual Meeting
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BERN CONVENTION CONSEIL DE LEUROPE

Starting 2012
The EU Roadmap 2012-2017: Towards eliminating
illegal killing, trapping and trade of birds

Version 5 February 2017

Roadmap towards eliminating illegal killing, trapping and trade of birds

Based on various sources of information (in particular the Bern Convention Recommendation on the illegal killing'?, trapping and trade of wild birds,
discussions with BirdLife International, the Federation of Associations for Hunting and Conservation of the EU (FACE), and Member States, and a study
produced for the Commission®), the Commission intends to identify actions to be taken at EU or Member State level with a view to increase effectiveness in
measures aimed at eliminating illegal killing, trapping, and trade of birds in the EU.

The first version of the Roadmap was finalized in December 2012. The present version has been updated according to the actions undertaken and further to
the Tunis' Conference on Illegal killing, trapping and trade of birds* organized by the Bern Convention and the Recommendation N° 164 (2013) of the
Standing Committee of the Bern Convention on the implementation of the" Tunis Action Plan 2013-2020) for the eradication of illegal killing, trapping and
trade of wild birds"’.

Although enforcement is primarily a responsibility of Member States, the Commission can play a significant role to help improve the situation. The five
main domains where the Commission can act are the following: 1) Raising awareness of the competent authorities and the civil society, 2) Funding projects,
3) Co-ordinating efforts at EU level, 4) Processing data provided by Member States in the context of their reporting obligations or Commission's enquiries,
and 5) Initiating legal procedure.

The Roadmap lists possible actions under 4 main headlines: 1) Monitoring and data collection, 2) Information exchange, training and awareness-raising, 3)
Enforcement and legal aspects, and 4) Prevention. The Roadmap does not aim to set up a comprehensive program aimed at eliminating illegal killing,
trapping and trade of birds. Such a program can be found in the Bern's Convention Action Plan. It rather aims to list all possible actions for the
Commission and a set of actions for the other concerned parties.

4 7-9 June 2022, Valencia & Virtual Meeting
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CMS-AEWA initiative on Egypt and Libya

* The Plan of Action to Address Bird Trapping along the
Mediterranean Coasts of Eqypt and Libya in 2013

* Developed by CMS/AEWA with support of BirdLife
International & BirdLife Europe, Working Group on African
Eurasian Landbirds, the governments of Egypt, Libya and
Germany

5 7-9 June 2022, Valencia & Virtual Meeting
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Bern Convention parallel process

* Tunis Action Plan 2013-2020

COUNCIL  CONSEIL
OF EUROPE __ DE L'EUROPE

Convention on the Conservation

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats

Standing Committee

Recommendation No. 164 (2013) of the Standing Committee, adopted on 6 December
2013, on the implementation of the Tunis Action Plan 2013-2020 for the eradication of
illegal killing, trapping and trade of wild birds

The Standing Committee to the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats, acting under the terms of Article 14 of the Convention;

Having regard to the aims of the Convention to conserve wild fauna and its natural habitats;

Recalling that Article 1, paragraph 2 of the Convention requires Parties to give particular emphasis to
the conservation of endangered and vulnerable species, including endangered and vulnerable migratory
species;

6 7-9 June 2022, Valencia & Virtual Meeting

Joint Meeting Bern Convention SFPs and CMS MIKT on lllegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Wild Birds



COUNCIL OF EUROPE

L5
Famy
@ UN&

environment
CMS programme

BERN CONVENTION CONSEIL DE LEUROPE

DIFG LONSCTVANON INTEMANoNal (2010) 20:1-25, & DITGLIEE INTEMMAUONAL, 2010
This is an Open Access article, d

ributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution licence
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/), whick nits unrestricted re-use, distribution, and reproduction

in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.
doi:10.1017/S0959270915000416

Preliminary assessment of the scope and scale B FOC h et et a |
of illegal killing and taking of birds in the

Mediterranean 2016 and 2017

ANNE-LAURE BROCHET, WILLEM VAN DEN BOSSCHE,

SHARIF JBOUR, P. KARIUKI NDANG'ANG’A, VICTORIA R. JONES,

WED ABDEL LATIF IBRAHIM ABDOU, ABDEL RAZZAQ AL- HMOUD,

NABEGH GHAZAL ASSWAD, JUAN CARLOS ATIENZA, IMAD ATRASH,

NICHOLAS BARBARA, KEITH BENSUSAN, TAULANT BINO,

CLAUDIO CELADA, SIDI IMAD CHERKAOUI, JULIETA COSTA, t

BERNARD DECEUNINCK, KHALED SALEM ETAYEB,
CLAUDIA FELTRUP-AZAFZAF, JERNE] FIGEL], MARCO GUSTIN,

PRIMOZ KMECL, VLADO KOCEVSKI, MALAMO KORBETI, e

T H E K I L L I N G DRAZEN KOTRO&?_AN, JUAN MULA LAGUNA, MATTEO LATTUADA, B s &
DOMINGOS LEITAO, PAULA LOPES, NICOLAS LOPEZ-JIMENEZ, 'l'r'dL'lfe
VEDRAN LUCIC, THIERRY MICOL, AISSA MOALI, YOAV PERLMAN,

Everyyel;?:::’::l(;yzsgrc;t;{ﬁg:zﬁzg’gell;gightewd NICOLA PILUDU, DANAE PORTOLOU, KSENIJA PUTILIN, o
Fithe Modharranosn: Read ol first review GWENAEL QUAINTENNE, GHASSAN R:\M:\DAN%AR;\DI, MILAN RUZIC,
of illegal killing of birds in the region ANNA SANDOR, NERMINA SARAJLI, DARKO SAVELJIC,
ROBERT D. SHELDON, TASSOS SHIALIS, NIKOS TSIOPELAS, FRAN VARGAS,
bY 3 CLAIRE THOMPSON, ARIEL BRUNNER, RICHARD GRIMMETT and
Blme STITARTH M RIITCHART

7-9 June 2022, Valencia & Virtual Mee




_'“ S
oy
s @ J U L1
PN >

environment
CMS programme

Resolution 11.16 Rev.COP13
Prevention of lllegal Killing, Taking
and Trade of Migratory Birds.
Adopted in 2014

UN®
programme. CMS

programme

@ CONVENTION ON UNEP/CMS/Resolution 11.16 (Rev.COP13)
MIGRATORY Original: English
SPECIES

THE PREVENTION OF ILLEGAL KILLING, TAKING AND TRADE OF MIGRATORY BIRDS
Adopted by the Conference of the Parties at its 13" Meeting (Gandhinagar, February 2020)

Joint Meeting Bern Convention SFPs and CMS MIKT on lllegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Wild Birds
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MIKT

22 MEMBERS - Government officials of CMS contracting Parties.

36 OBSERVERS:

* Non CMS Parties and other interested countries.

* Other stakeholders include Secretariats of the participating MEAs, UNEP,
UNODC and other UN organizations, INTERPOL, Europol, EUFJE, ENPE,
IMPEL, the hunting community and NGOs, like BirdLife International.
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TRAFFIC BirdlLife

European Union Network for the

‘ -
@E Implementation and Enforcement
3 of Environmental Law

St INTERPOL ® AEWA
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Recognition of the EU support to
CMS for MIKT: Champion Plus

o The European Union was recognized as Champion Plus for their generous support and commitment
& CHAMPION towardsaddressing lllegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Migratory Birds in the Mediterranean for the

“F'*%Pws period 2018 - 2023. This activity has been funded with the contribution granted by the European

Pl

N

Commission under the Migratory Species Champion Programme and through the Global Public
Goods and Challenges (GPGC Programme) Cooperation Agreements with UNEP.

7-9 June 2022, Valencia & Virtual Meeting Joint Meeting Bern Convention SFPs and CMS MIKT on lllegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Wild Birds
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BERN CONVENTION

@ Convention on the Conservation of {‘“‘3
. Migratory Species of Wild Animals ¢

CMS Secretariat provided by the United Nations Environment Programme NE P

CAIRO DECLARATION ON ILLEGAL KILLING, TAKING AND TRADE OF
MIGRATORY BIRDS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION

We, the members' of the Intergovernmental Task Force to address illegal killing, taking
and trade of migratory birds in the Mediterrancan, who met for our first meeting in Cairo,
Egypt from 12-15 July 2016 with observers from interested non-Mediterranean Parties®,
non-Parties o CMS’, MEA Secretariats and international organizations and networks®,
advisory bodies’ and Non-Governmental Organizations®,

{ware that illegal killing, taking and trade of migratory birds (IKB) in the Mediterrancan
Region is contnibuting to alarming population declines of a number of species that are
listed on the CMS Appendices;

Recalling Resolution 11.16 of the Conference of the Parties (COP) of CMS, which urged
Partics, non-Parties and other stakeholders, including non-governmental organizations, to
engage i immediate cooperation through the establishment of an Intergovernmental Task
Force to address IKB in the Mediterrancan;

Acknowledging the clear regional patterns which define this problem as a serious pan-
Mediterrancan issue causing a devastating impact on biodiversity;

Mindful of the existing guidelines and action plans to tackle IKB, in particular the Tums
Action Plan under the Bem Convention, the EU Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking
and the EU Roadmap towards eliminating 1KB;

Conscious of the socio-cconomic dimensions of IKB and the nced to understand the
social, economic and cultural drivers by local communities, especially those that depend

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

CONSEIL DE LEUROPE
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Convention on the Conservation of \g“«“'g
Migratory Species of Wild Animals 2>~¢

Ms Secretariat provided by the United Nations Environment Programme NEP
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1 Meeting of the Intergovernmental Task Force on
Illegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Migratory Birds in the Mediterranean M I K I P ro g ra I I l I I I e Of

Cairo, Egypt, 12 — 15 July 2016

PROGRAMME OF WORK 2016-2020 FOR THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL TASK FORCE WO r k 2 O 1 6 - 2 O 2 O

ON ILLEGAL KILLING, TAKING AND TRADE OF MIGRATORY BIRDS IN THE
MEDITERRANEAN

INTRODUCTION

1. The priority actions in this Programme of Work (POW) are based on the existing guidelines and
action plans in place for the Mediterranean region, especially the Bern Convention’s Tunis Action
Plan 2013-2020 for the eradication of illegal killing, trapping and trade of wild birds (Tunis Action
Plan). They are also based on the proposals received from participants of the first meeting of the
Intergovernmental Task Force on Illegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Migratory Birds in the
Mediterranean (MIKT).

2. lllegal killing, taking and trade is a shared issue and the implementation of the POW requires

cooperation among governments, international organizations, law enforcement agencies, local

ities, the responsible stakeholders and nature conservation NGOs, including hunting
associations, to maximize impact.

3. The present POW includes a zero tolerance approach to illegal killing, trapping and trade of
migratory birds (IKB), and the adoption of a full and proactive role at national level in fighting
against these illegal activities, supported by international exchange of experience and cooperation

7-9 June 2022, Valencia & Virtual Meeting Joint Meeting Bern Convention SFPs and CMS MIKT on lllegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Wild Birds
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MIKT Modus operandi

Adopted 15t Meeting Cairo 2016
Defining Goal, role, scope, remit, membership, governance,
operation and Consultative Group
Foresees a Coordinator

LS\ Y

2%, Convention on the Conservation of g"ta*g,
= Migratory Species of Wild Animals >

M s Secretariat provided by the United Nations Environment Programme NEP
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1* Meeting of the Intergovernmental Task Force on
Illegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Migratory Birds in the Mediterranean
Cairo, Egypt, 12— 15 July 2016

15 July 2016
UNEP/CMS/MIKT1/Doc.3/Rev. |

Modus operandi of the Intergovernmental Task Force on Illegal Killing, Taking and Trade
of Migratory Birds in the Mediterranean
Prepared by the Secretariat

7-9 June 2022, Valencia & Virtual Meeting Joint Meeting Bern Convention SFPs and CMS MIKT on lllegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Wild Birds
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MIKT2- June 2017, Malta

7-9 June 2022, Valencia & Virtual Meeting
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Working jointly with Bern Convention
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BERN CONVENTION  CONSEIL DE UEUROPE

Since 2017 MIKT meets jointly with the Bern
Convention Special Focal Points on Eradication of
lllegal Killing, Trapping and Trade in Wild Birds

Geographic Scope: Mediterranean and Europe (Bern
Convention reach)

7-9 June 2022, Valencia & Virtual Meeting

Joint Meeting Bern Convention SFPs and CMS MIKT on lllegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Wild Birds
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The Scoreboard

BERN CONVENTION CONSEIL DE LEUROPE

UNEP/CMS/Resolution 11.16 (Rev.COP13)/Annex 1

environment

. INexx S '8 (p Adopted as Annex to

Annex 1 to Resolution 11.16 (Rev.COP13) Re S O | Ut i O n 11 . 16
Scoreboard to assess the progress in

combating illegal killing, taking and trade (REVCO P12) IN 2017
of wild birds (IKB)

A self-assessment framework for national use

Rt AN VGV | E W [ IVG LT § SIS A

17 July 2017
e A. National monitoring of IKB — data management of scope and

scale of IKB.
1. Status and scale of IKB

The extent to which data and information on illegal activities at national level are available.

Question: What is the quality of national data about IKB?

Measurement:
Prepared by the Secretariats of the Bern Convention and of CMS

with the support of Umberto Gallo-Orsi and Sergei Golovkin

= Data and information = National estimate of = National estimate of = National estimates of

This document was extensively discussed at the Joint Meeting of the Bern Convention on number of totals of birds illegally killed or birds illegally killed or birds illegally killed or
Network of Special Focal Points on birds illegally killed or taken due to IKB is taken due to IKB is based | taken due to IKB is based
gt - - . . taken due to IKB are not | based on expert partially on quantitative | largely on quantitative
Erad:catpn of lllegal Killing, Trapping and Trade in Wild Birds (Be.rr_r SFPs lflelwork) and the avalisble, opinion’ and anecdotal | data and records and data and records.
UN Environment/CMS Intergovernmental Task Force on lllegal Killing, Taking and Trade of information. partially on estimates and

Migratory Birds in the Mediterranean (MIKT), held in extrapolation.
Sliema (Malta), the 22™ and 23 June 2017

Comments:

7-9 June 2022, Valencia & Virtual Meeting Joint Meeting Bern Convention SFPs and CMS MIKT on lllegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Wild Birds
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Rome Strategic Plan: a joint plan

for 2020-2030 7 s
-~ ™~ N@
. [’w"":‘o‘:;::? 219 Il
* Adopted by Bern Convention at
39" Meeting of the Standing e,
Committee in Dec 2019 iz
(;‘ ~ 219
* Adopted by MIKT members
: : : Roagg g
through online consultation in - 2020 2Py
e'{ ‘V[[ . . 8[11 a, .
June 2020 Lo t,,
Tegiop Medlte,-,.,,: ’::eln

* MIKT Workplan adopted in 2021
for 2021-2025

7-9 June 2022, Valencia & Virtual Meeting Joint Meeting Bern Convention SFPs and CMS MIKT on lllegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Wild Birds
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Rome Strategic Plan

Vision
A reduction of at least 50% in the scale and scope of IKB by 2030,
within the geographic extent of the plan (Europe and particularly the

Mediterranean region), compared to a 2020 baseline, aiming
ultimately at the eradication of IKB.

COUNCIL OF EUROPE
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BERN CONVENTION  CONSEIL DE LEUROPE

7-9 June 2022, Valencia & Virtual Meeting
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s  MIKT4-June 2021

Conventior

Online

* Baseline and Methodology
* MIKT Workplan 2021-2025

* Periodic Assessment and
frequency of meetings

7-9 June 2022, Valencia & Virtual Meeting Joint Meeting Bern Convention SFPs and CMS MIKT on lllegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Wild Birds
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Rome Strategic Plan on IKB 2020-2030
Objectives

1. To understand the extent scale and scope of IKB and
the motivations behind illegal killing of birds

2. To prevent the illegal killing of birds

3. To ensure that the illegal killing of birds is incorporated
effectively and efficiently in national legislation

4. To ensure that effective and efficient enforcement of
relevant legislation is undertaken

5. To ensure effective and efficient justice for IKB-related
offences

022, Valencia & Virtual Meeting






