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SCIENTIFIC SEMINAR ON AVIAN INFLUENZA, THE ENVIRONMENT AND 

MIGRATORY BIRDS 
 
 

UNEP Headquarters, Gigiri, Nairobi, Kenya, 10-11 April 2006 
Conference Room 3 

 
 

A review of the latest scientific studies concerning the evolution and spread of Avian Influenza, 
its impact on wild birds and the wider environment, including assessing risks of transmission 
and identifying optimal mitigation measures.  
 
 
OBJECTIVES: 

- Review recent additions to our scientific understanding of the evolution and spread of 
Avian Influenza (HPAI H5N1), with special attention to those aspects more directly 
relevant to the management of wild birds and the wider environment; 

- Issue recommendations on the possible management and biosecurity measures to be 
taken in poultry farming to prevent infection from and to wildlife; 

- Discuss and suggest options for the establishment of early warning schemes and 
surveillance of the spread of the virus in the natural environment, the development of risk 
assessment models and mitigation measures; 

- Issue a summary document with recommendations for decision makers, the media and 
other stakeholders on action to be taken in light of the latest scientific findings on Avian 
Influenza, and in the context of conservation and the environment; 

- Issue proceedings of the Seminar. 
 
 
JOINT CONVENORS & SPONSORS:  

UNEP Division of Early Warning and Assessment (UNEP/DEWA) 
UNEP Convention on Migratory Species (UNEP/CMS) 
UNEP African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbird Agreement (UNEP/AEWA) 

 
 
CO-SPONSORS: 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
UK Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA – International Animal 
Health Division) 
UNEP Division of Regional Cooperation (UNEP/DRC) 
UNEP Division of Environmental Conventions (UNEP/DEC) 
Vogelbescherming Nederland (BirdLife Partner, the Netherlands) 

 
 

OTHER SUPPORTING INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS 
BirdLife International, European Commission, International Council for Game and Wildlife 
Conservation (CIC), Joint Nature Conservation Committee (UK), Scottish Natural Heritage, 
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Wetland Intenational, World 
Organizaton for Animal Health (OIE). 



 

AGENDA 
 
Chair: Dr Peter Schei, Director of Fridtjof Nansen Institute 
 
Monday, 10 April 2006 
 

8:30-9:00 Registration of participants 
 

9:00-9:45 Formal opening and Introduction 
Formal Opening with Observations on the Role of the Scientific Taskforce on Avian Influenza 
and Wild Birds by Robert Hepworth, Executive Secretary of the UNEP/CMS Secretariat (ca. 10 
min). 

Opening by Bert Lenten, Executive Secretary of the UNEP/AEWA Secretariat (ca. 5 min). 

Introductory presentation on the objectives/scope/organization/expected results of the Seminar 
by Dr Peter Schei, Director of Fridtjof Nansen Institute (ca. 10 min). 
 

9:45-10:15 Session 1: Virology – Epidemiology 
09:45-10:00 Overview of AI viruses.  

Representiative of Erasmus University, Rotterdam, Netherlands (to be 
confirmed) 

10:00-10:15 Epidemiology of HPAI H5N1 sub-type. 
Anja Globig, Friedrich-Loeffler-Institute, Federal Research Institute for Animals 
Health, Germany 

 

10:15- 10:45 Coffee Break 
 

10:45-12:00 Session 2: Human aspects of Avian Influenza 
10:45-11:05 Production systems, cultural practices and trade that influence the emergence 

of avian influenza in developing countries.  
Vincent Martin, FAO 

11:05-11:25 Eradication of Avian Influenza virus at source – The role of OIE. 
Christianne J.M. Bruschke, World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) 

11:25-11:45 The human health dimension of HPAI H5N1 – Current knowledge on human 
infection and plans to address the risk of a pandemic.  
Jorgen Schlundt, WHO (to be confirmed) 

11:45-12:00 Implications of HPAI H5N1 for hunting, and possible role of hunters in the 
surveillance of the spread of AI. 
Niels Kanstrup, CIC Migratory Bird Commission, also representing FACE 

 

12:00- 13:00 Discussion 
 

13:00- 14:00 Lunch Break 
 



 

 

14:00-15:10 Session 3: AI and Wild Birds 
14:00-14:15 Prevalence of the H5N1 virus in wild birds.  

Taej Mundkur, Wetlands International 

14:15-14:35 Complexity of bird migration systems –problems for prediction.  
David Stroud, Ramsar STRP, UK Joint Nature Conservation Committee 

14:35-14:50 Assessement of ornithological data relevant to spread of Avian Influenza along 
migration routes of wild birds. 
Jan Veen, Wetlands International 

14:50-15:10 Avian Influenza: Conservation impacts and the role of NGOs. 
Leon Bennun, BirdLife International 

 

15:10- 15:45 Coffee Break 
 

15:45-16:50 Session 4: Early Warning Systems and development of risk 
assessment models 

15:45-15:50 Introductory remarks on Early Warning. 
Marion Cheatle, UNEP/DEWA 

15:50-16:10 EWSs for animal transmissible diseases: 
Global Avian Influenza Network for Surveillance (GAINS).  
Dr William Karesh, Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) 

16:10-16:30 Early Warning System on Avian Influenza in Wild Birds: a proposal of 
application in the Western Palearctic. 
Ward Hagemeijer, Wetlands International  

16:30-16:50 Risk assessment models for the spread of Avian Influenza. 
Dr Katharina Stärk, Swiss Federal Veterinary Office 

 

16:50- 18:00 Discussion 
 

Tuesday, 11 April 2006 
 

9:00- 9:45 Draft Seminar’s conclusions and recommendations arising from the 
presentations and discussions held during the previous day presented by the 
sessions’ rapporteurs. Initial discussion. 

 

9:45-12:00 Session 5: Outcomes of recent initiatives and country/regional case 
studies 

9:45- 10:05 Linkages between the Threat of an Avian Flu Pandemic and the Environment: 
An Ecohealth Perspective. 
Dr David J. Rapport, EcoHealth Consulting 

10:05- 10:25 Action by DG Environment of European Commission relevant to HPAI H5N1 
and wild birds. 
Reinhard Lentner, European Commission, Unit B/2 (Nature and Biodiversity) 



 

 

10:25- 10:45 FAO’s activities on wild bird surveillance in Africa. 
Vincent Martin, FAO 

10:45- 11:05 Report on outcomes of the CBD brainstorming meeting and COP Decision of 
Avian Flu. 
Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary, CBD 

 

11:05- 11:30 Coffee Break 
 

11:30- 11:45 Spread of the H5N1 virus in Russia in 2005-2006: consequences for human 
activities, and adopted or considered management options. 
Evgeny Kuznetsov, Wildlife Health Centre, all-Russia Research Institute for 
Nature Protection 

11:45- 12:00 Why (apparently) is there no Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza virus seeding 
from migratory birds in the Great Rift Valley? Some thoughts presented on the 
subject. 
Richard A. Kock, Zoological Society of London 

 

12:00- 13:00 Discussion and finalization of Seminar’s recommendations 
 

13:00- 15:00 Lunch Break 
 

13:15- 15:00 Press Conference 
 

15:00- 17.45 Round table discussion on Avian Influenza; the Environment and 
Migratory Birds 

 The session will be open to invited observers, including members of the 
Committee of Permanent Representatives to UNEP and journalists. The 
session is aimed at recapitulating, and allowing further discussion on the 
main conclusions and recommendations arisen out of the work of the 
seminar during the first 1.5 days. Items will be introduced by session 
rapporteurs. Presentors in the sessions covered by a rapporteur will 
constitute a panel set up to reply to questions and comments from other 
participants and observers. 

 

17.45- 18:00 Closing Words by Mr Shafqat Kakakhel, Acting Executive Director of 
UNEP. 

 

18:00  Closure of the Seminar 
 

18:30- 20:00 Reception 
 


